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Diaspora Cafe creating a community in St. Boniface 
BY SIMON FULLER
STAFF REPORTER

ST. BONIFACE

Keisha Pinder has a taste for creating a 

community.

Pinder is the owner of Diaspora Cafe — a 

new business located at 101-250 Marion St. 

— that opened its doors on Jan. 9. 

Th at day, Pinder was overwhelmed by 

response of the community, as people 

patiently lined up outside to check out the 

southeast Winnipeg-based business.

“Th e turnout was amazing, it was more 

than I could have asked for,” Pinder said, 

noting that two customers at a time are 

currently allowed in due to the ongoing 

pandemic. “People were waiting patiently to 

get something local.”

Describing her business as an Afro-

Caribbean-inspired, Pinder said she wants 

Diaspora Cafe to become a vessel to support 

other businesses in the province. Her coff ee, 

for example, is provided by Negash Coff ee, 

which is based in Niverville, Man.; and the 

Winnipeg-based Pretty Baked makes the 

Jamaican beef patties and mini patties that 

Pinder sells. Negash roasts the beans used to 

create the café’s signature blend.

She said Negash Coff ee is classifi ed as 

Grade 1, which is better than premium. 

“Th e café really came out of my love of 

coff ee and food. I grew up loving the street 

food that you fi nd in the Caribbean,” Pinder, 

who lives in Riverbend, said. “We’d really like 

to keep partnering with other Black-owned 

businesses. For example, in the summer 

we went to Wolseley Farmers’ Market and 

met a nice vegan girl there who does vegan 

baking and plant-based products — Gâto 

— and K&S Island Grill will be doing some 

things with us, too. Th ere’s a lot of great 

Black-owned businesses in Winnipeg — 

sometimes some of them need that support 

or an outlet for what they make.”

Pinder noted that she won’t be selling 

items in bulk or wholesale, and that she 

hopes to “create a little community here.” 

She’s also happy about the location of her 

new business, which is located at the corner 

of Marion and Traverse Avenue. Th e speed 

limit on that stretch of Marion was reduced 

from 60 kilometres per hour to 50 kilometres 

per hour last year, which might play a part in 

the success of the business, Pinder said.

“Th e people of St. Boniface have been 

very welcoming, and I’m excited to be in the 

neighbourhood,” she said. “Lots of times 

they say the success of a business depends 

on the speed of the traffi  c, and I wanted to be 

on the corner, as people notice corner spots. 

I was lucky to get this spot.”

Th e location was previously home to 

Baires Gelato & Café, which closed last 

spring.

Pinder said Diaspora’s new Instagram 

account has garnered around 300 followers 

on Jan. 9 and was pushing around 900 on 

Jan. 11. 

“It’s been crazy, but in a good way,” she 

said. 

Visit Diaspora Cafe on Instagram for more 

information. 
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Sydney Duvorak (left) and Imani Pinder are pictured behind the counter at Diaspora Cafe, 
a few days after it opened its doors. 

Celebrating the Scottish spirit 
Home edition of 2021 Kilt 
Skate to run until Feb. 28
BY SIMON FULLER
STAFF REPORTER

ST. BONIFACE
Cathy Laver-Wright is encouraging Winnipeggers to get their 

skates on.

Th e St. Boniface resident is the chairperson of the St. 

Andrew’s Society of Winnipeg’s 2021 Kilt Skate event, which 

is set to run until Feb. 28.

Th e local kilt skate is part of a national event that is run 

by the Scottish Society of Ottawa in partnership with the 

Scottish government. Of course, the current event is a 

bit diff erent due to the current pandemic restrictions, so 

organizers are presenting a “home edition” this year.

Laver-Wright — who has taken part in the event for the last 

few years — said prospective participants are invited to lace 

up their skates and get out on the ice with members of their 

household and wear either a kilt or an item of tartan or fl y 

a Scottish or Manitoba fl ag and take a photo or short video. 

Participants can then add the tag #kiltskate2021MB when 

uploading the image or fi lm to social media in a quest to help 

the province become the nation’s skate capital.

“Th is is a fun event and it provides lots of opportunities for 

Manitobans to get out and skate,” Laver-Wright said, noting 

she regularly skates at Champlain Community Centre. “I 

think it also fi ts in with the encouragement our government 

has been giving us to get outside with our own households 

and be active.”

Laver-Wright said it would be great to hold an outdoor 

event on or around Feb. 28 to celebrate the end of the kilt 

skate, although this will naturally depend on the status of the 

pandemic restrictions.

“Ultimately, we’d love to make Winnipeg the skate capital 

of Canada by using hashtags,” she said. 

“So far, the home edition has been so much fun. It’s great 

that families can get out and skate together, especially as so 

many people have built backyard rinks. It’s also a great way to 

celebrate the Scottish spirit.”

Local participants are asked to include these hashtags with 

their entries — #kiltskate2021WPG; #SASOW; #OttScot; #and 

ScotlandIsNow. 

Go online at www.kiltskate.com/winnipeg-2018 for more 

information.
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Cathy Laver-Wright is pictured out skating recently. The 
St. Boniface resident is the chairperson of the St. Andrew’s 
Society of Winnipeg’s 2021 Kilt Skate event, which is set to 
run until Feb. 28. 


